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PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
Remepial Action PLaN—DrRAFT REPORT

PRELIMINARY GIDLAB REPORT NC-246

GENERAL COMMENTS, CRITIQUE AND EVALUATION

y and e
m»mw ﬂ

ﬂw m Mww

too fww

It is GIDLAB's opinion that there have been too muny studies mnd
al actions., The RAMP wawmmm$ Mw new concepts and prese
The RAMP :»lww past exi "~ previous] |
; To ucatior 31 mww
pr WM wawﬂw tabul
udwqunt@ c¢ritical evaluation of the several projects).

The prumury mwrlw ul the Wes tun RAMP report is its recognition and
ww remedial action on critical contaminated
tion on these "hot-spots” has been wrged by

GIDLAB fuu mwww fﬂve yearﬂm

the past lack of appre

The Weston RAMP does not criticize t priate enforcement
s uIULﬁ“ ‘
gency ﬂMWT
ntly pursued

11 of !
Wd(k of @n*mr(@nﬁnf mnd
i and p

confu P Qo ¢
Nug@v Nor does the Weston MHMP nddr@"” npprmplnuf@ mwaﬂmrwﬂ nmﬁ
5 ional control to ensure appropriate enforcement actions to protect

e at p toor din the future.

many periphe 5 which
."J to, the major
ite hkmwﬁ

'Mm 0 RAMP recommendations o ‘
hw anv@d outside of, or NT T"mWﬂ subord

A$ £ "= al as ;]
o New B WWMwﬂ Land
in suburban communit
‘ artaminant

Chways and

nt, by immediate concentration

The RAMP pr ot owould benefit, dn g
et River (the river estuary and

on the contamination problem in the J
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ParTiAL CoMMENTS oN THE NEw BEDFORD
REMEDIAL AcTioN PLAN-—DRAFT REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS, CRITIQUE AND EVALUATION (Continued)

harbor) and immediate along-shore areas including such PCB contaminant
uunerbuLwrﬂ as the Aerovox and Cornell-Dubelier fdutu ry areas . the New
el 5 em and the New Bedford Waste Water Tr Hﬂmwwﬂ Plant,

y) Risk
LS luwwaﬁ

ls ¥ Lhe 2 udw k ct,
the K‘mq«:mnm me Mﬂmpqhmrm Gtudv project, the Davis ﬂnmp fﬂhnd@ H»Inndj
study project and mwuw others) are too exorbitant. In view of the tr mwpwdwuw
“ahwmwwndw rﬁak w Mvdvuafmmq Mwwwrwww &Muuumww M MMPNHH“ &mww#anﬁwm#md}

el H % mew:m Mwmw wuw pe mwwuwwww MMM Mw wwwwwww mm ”w
our UHRMIMH that a 90% to THW effective remedial level can be attained
at 10 to 20% of wr“wmmllw proposed or estimated costs of studying these
nationwide hazarde 5

GIDLEY LABORATORIES, INC.
Chemical and Envirommental Sciences

Fairhaven, Massachusetts, uuh_ﬁn



PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD

REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN--DRAFT

B, SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON AND CORRECTIONS OF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON RAMP

1. Page 2, Article 1.2, First §

The third nwnrwhmn is lwn««ur sents an ﬂWETIMV%l@ |mp1N|uf|mn or
as ‘ "still WMWWM

about the o wmwmw her chlorinated ﬂ‘“ ong, 1ike
ony«aer ndlwﬁ uuh@n!nluvdww” pwlvwh"wwnuﬂﬂwd ----- ph@mnﬂw and dlnmuwa "

The f A t Ty #WWMM”MMHfhl of lorinated
hydrocar |mww I dioxi ( ‘MMM thmmman compounds .

(See Appendix A of ﬁhm. wwpmnl on lhlwlhv(wmw )

2. Page 2, Article 1.2, Second §

"

mete

RAMP states Lunauvnﬁnq
[Does RS Wk mean in New E

n this ar
HMW$ ﬂ

ﬁ% dm a PKW‘T” on heavy M@WaT” i
GIDLAR, at $wwm ﬁwww Woods

18 tymstudi@ ; mwm lwmm Fuirhuwww Mlqh School Science projects, und
others (See Appendix B of this report on "Heavy Metals").
3. Page 3, Article 1.2, Third 4
MMMW WWMWM ww WMM Wﬁﬂ wwmmww%w wwwwmmm mr%wwme wwmwwﬂmwh of Cornell.

s obe coordina ted

physriallw and l@«hﬂulu1v«ﬂlly with RAMP

For example, if the closure proposal of the Aerovox property is
technologically inad || may well result in furt uwﬁﬂutmun of the
é ining RAMP prot as as the Acushnet leuwb ' ant

anup p to be valid and ble 5t

b, engir g and environmental standards

nwwtm«nl areas.

4. Page 4, Article 1.2, Last Sentence

will be

1
"

nt that the "PCE hot sp
over the next @

Mfﬂﬂﬁﬂ

several reports and forums
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PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
PLANDRAF
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TONS IN THE W

ON RAMP (cont. )

B. SPECIFIL COMMENTS (

5. Page 5, Line 3

Add "and whenever" after “"wherever" ("economically feasible").

6. Page 5, Last

me on
;mdﬁy'mnwm@d for

IDLAB strongly endorses "fas
CB hot spots” which GIDLAB has
over five years,

7. Page 7, Article 1.4.2

ation of use of existir : diation should
'y new data ("data uvwrﬁrff ﬁhnuld be
able "action" delays and excessive costs).

W

ite would be
sment need only

m “hmmew”“w
dundant and unnet ary.
be evaluated once for each L@chmmﬂugy"

9. Page 8, First Sentence

evaluation
fications,

GIDLAB urges that "competitive bidding" should be subject to
(by ﬂ@dﬂ authority or its consultants) of the bﬁdduw& uualu
experience, equipment and personnel.

10. Page 8, Article 1.4.8, Health Studies

‘ o |my wquwre ; I B derable time spans)
th”“d not delay primary wwmwumuﬂ actions (high risk or low cost).

11, Page 8, Article 1.4.9, Enforcement

Wmfwwmm wmﬂ mf procedures, remedies and public health prot ) Ires
ed Tobster, shellfish and #|&h|mu activities) muwl be
|mwu and d ific e&pmmnmllﬂ|tuu% k igned
; vd the pve : s eme
gne H #u an Ad HU( fwlll*
he RAMP.

Wﬁ R "
wuwwwvn Jon w ‘ UMWw o
“Czar"-—before, during and after
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PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
REMEDTAL ACTION PLAN--DRAFT REPC

B. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON_AND CORRECTIONS OF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON RAMP (cont.

11. Page 8, Article 1.4.9, Enforcement (cont.)

‘“% MM«M rW wwﬁuw«“”"“f .... nea s “W“ MMM

UVHJUILLuWHdl dmwpuLu' and bumk pmwwinq bwmwwﬁn
al t public health hazards which should not
Enforcement Problems and Gunfﬁuuh& of Agencies").

12, Page 12, Article 2.1, Second |

st with the consideration of Aerovox and
; weyond the scope of RAMP." Unless these
ac IMM[WW% nwm wvnﬂwmtvd by criteria wuuuvawnﬁ lm WNMP «riturﬁ and
coordinated within the overall RAMP structu 16

y AME will Fadl.

13. Page 13, Article 2.2, First 1

1 1f and Eddy has

atl aval

Lk puwt jcular fo yf ik

fm tnu primary purposes ml HAMP kurwwf
of specific surveys) should not invali

missed wn«%uwlun uf data Fro

14, Page 13, Article 2.2, Second {

RAMP while some data pwi“t mm hwmww mm#m]r .
samp T has 1 on 0
cons ldUde|V more data in the WAMP awad LMH s
on heavy metals, bacteria and other chemical anc

It should be emphasized that the Metcalf and Eddy study does not involve

any new testing or analysis by M & E.

15. Page 14, Article 2.3.1, First
The RAMP cites PCB concentrations "to greater than 10,000 parts per miilion.”
This statement would be more accurate and m&mnﬁu ful u! sLmL@d ”Lu greater
than 100,000 ppm" (See Aerovox hot spot at 190,( MW ppm-—USCG survey).

16. Page A, Article 2.3.7, First and

The RAMP emphasizes PCB ﬁmn:enirntimn as dependent o he prese " fine-
ained sediment.” This s i 50
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PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN--DRAFT REPORT

The RAMP
fish, her
hwrr1nq (

[}

JMHNWWHHW @ ation of
incorrect and 1nﬁr1urmt@ as

und Lh@ re was
sland and th
WMMVM be a r ship 3 It | ot
(Aerovox mud WLnf Mﬂ“bh Island Cogges hmlﬂ TWaf iy Lmrnmlﬁ Uub1ﬁwer
environs and the Nuw Bedford sewage outfall),

(cont. )

SPECIFIC COMMENTS OM AND CORRECTIONS QF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON RAMP
16. 2 2.3,1, First and Second 9s  {cont.)
e of ¢ podzolic soils, fish gurry,
wwww Tulosic waste, oil waste
ilar
The RAMP s in the uppermost & inches
with sul enuatic § ) Mhuﬁw some studies show
this p .hww JWPHE@P mnnu@mfrmtuun of PCB and metals at
d@pth 1eu uv murh_ This Lunu@nLruLuun in respect
to ! e determined by W“w MW%MWW%W
m». thu eros
17.  Page 18, L:
The RAMP states in Sl lw nuwdwu is an
elucidation wrf 'an' t INMEN e
i : ‘;M mw WMW relationship
L oand water uwd those
app m ) ros
”@ﬂuuﬂﬂation”“ if awn»ruhwmmlvuﬂy Kuwlwwmmdm would (uﬁl more than the
total cleanup of the harbor.
18. Page 19, Article 2.3.2, Last 1, New Bedford Municipal Landfill
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FARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN--DRAFT REPORT
B, SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON AND CORRECTIONS OF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON RAMP {cont.)

19. Page 20, First

The RAMP study sta
water supply, a

Laboratories, Inc.

3 ; tion of MW is (Dart wwﬂMW drinking
nding which Wﬂ% MW%M reached in 1980 My Gidley

W } ii‘ 7| e | HY 5 ﬁ 5 Py
9 Lhe mdrmmwuth
'"th ENC-647, HHBU}

FIo MMM Memw sJa Mwuw«uwml .....

l M 1980) with ﬂhv strategy

«nntuul (uwtllnwd by
9) he Tandfil)

Arnnwal Mon

LandfiTl [Fd.

of taking imm
ILAB in Appe
riphery.

pr
5 of lwmrh‘

ns mf fﬂ ary of
F i a
3) to the (|tv of Mww Hudlmrn and its engineers (CDM)

1, "In view of the fact that a stud

2] ¢t of the landfill MHlﬂ)RN';MHP[ﬂkvd
Town of Dartmouth by Gidl 5, Inc., which may yield

~ information to guide D.E.Q.E., the pending approval (Upg (]
New Bedford Sanitary Landfill) should be such that it can be modified as
appropriate after review of that study.

While the RAMP report states the EPA study showed "no contamination within
uu?wmtdhln lTimits was found west, northwest and east of the site" and
“Tess than 1 ppb" north of the site.

This RAMP did not 1“ﬁv (or ignored) the GIDLAB Ilmﬁlnqu abo

Timits, for example S #2, GIDLAB Dwg. A26101, Shawmut vamh (wothew1y)”
3.0 in water; 7 (ibid), 2 i mwhi i e
partially or wholly from Sullivan's Ledge e 5); & d)y

10.3 ppb in water; Site W-4, 382 ppb in soil core; Seep 46 st wall),

8 ppb in leachate.

20. Page 20, Last §

¢ \B the technical feasibility or accuracy o cal
rmn#mwmnf1mn hy seismic methodology due to the transmissivit: mmd conductance
problems in the hwq 5011s and water saturated strata at the Tandfill

'
il

(cf. Report of seismologist to G B in Appendix D).
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L

COMMENTS ON_AND CORRECTIONS OF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON

RAMP (cont.)

21,

24,

A

D

W

P

a

age ¢

R

|, Second

f

leTN MH

.urumuﬂly doubts

Page 23, First T

What
Cornell-

Page 23, Second

1

Where is the (a) ash,

Page 25, Fourth {

The WW'W 1 RAMP

draf

“isometric mappiy

his pro,
wumbﬁv %mﬂu mat o .

Ly not needed,

el).

iment cleanup (10,000 to 25,000 ppm PCBs)?

of the incinerator flue gas, ash and scrubbe
(b} grit, and (c) effluent disp
t oreport sté ytechnical study was concer

with ' dedqwmq technologies" mnd dmw% not cite Geotechnical Engineer:
as considering any other alternatives
Actually the Geotechnical study considered the following alternative

technologies:

&

b.
[

d.

Note:

M

a

Incineration of P

Biodegradat

Transport and Burial in Out-of
Open Ocean Dumping, in fact, Turnbull (Geotaahnicaw Engineers)
that open oc

See Appendix G, "GIDLAB Review of Geotechnical Report."

0 RAMP
: or @
V«ulm Pvrwln

ion

EEn

rep
full
Inc.

dumping "may be a feasible option.”

evaluat
Report."

that a m@anuanu# rate of contamination migration
ject (See Appendix F, GIDLAB Report on

is the proposed disposal technology and site for the 50 barrels of
Dubilier sed

p

e
!.

stated




PARTIAL COMMENTS ON THE NEW BEDFORD
REME

- ACTION PLAN-DR/

T REPO

. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON AND CORRECTIONS OF SPECIFIC CITATIONS IN THE WESTON RAMP (cont.)

uthww dT Eives ﬂmd «wr#awn?w at least HP“TH:MHI(&W

the op

Weston does not clarify or even outline what is meant by "in-situ treatment"
e 5t state in-situ treatment and fmmarmumwmam hut

in J ent or confinement whi ﬂmwﬂﬁnx ent

treatment is not int Does in-situ treatmanl mean chemical injection

of detoxicants into the unconfined hot-spot sediments? Or what?

What is

meant or contemplated by "off-site treatment after removal” which
factor is 1

is incidentally outlined by Pirnie and the Hudson River proposals.

27. Pages 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32

As the Weston RAMP proposed sixte ject ;
tmmmkmnmrniv and in general duplicate or wep@at p evwous project st
a rmcmmmvnd@u prw|@«ﬂ wtwdluw wl Wmodﬁ Hole ﬂrﬂnwmmrnphir In%tﬂTW”',

ngineers, M u ; EPA, M.,

L]

X

. ww ﬂ.rWMWm“

: p | nse of thisg several the ‘
hazardous waste sites in the United States, the Super Fund will be mmuhln
to undertake research and remediation of Yess than 10% of these harardous

28, . R-1 and R-2 (Re

The number of refe
(without comment)

rences
is of

is minimal and the selection of some references
dubious wvalue,

Y aw,

\ / "
5 1aa- R A =L/
March 2, 1983 Philip T."Gidley ™\ /

GIDLEY LABORATORIES, INC.
(h@m1rnn nnd !nvmronmpn nT Sciences

U.S.A.
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D, BisLioerapHy-—-GIDLAB Report NC-246
REVISION A
REFERENCES CITATIONS:
GIDLAB REVIEW COMMENTS ON WESTON'S RAMP REPORT

Note: All references cited are From the Technical Library of Gidley Laboratories, Inc.

1. Nancy E, Abrams, "The Environmental Problem of the Oceans....," Environmental
Affairs, Vol. V, No. 1, Boston College Environmental Law Center, Winter 1976.
2. Alden and Young, “Mpwm Ocean Hanwde of Materials ﬂvvdq@d lwmm a Highly

(1982).

3. Allen and Loy, "Environmental Aspects of the Louisville Episode,” ASTM
Standardization News, July 1981,

4, Paul Anderson, P.E., D.E.Q.E. to Fairbaven Board of Public Works, August 10,
1977, relative to the ldnd disposal of 3500 umblm4yuud (PCB contaminated)
of dredging spoils from the Acushnet River.

arating Pol Biphenyls

Anal., Chem

5. J. A. Brmour and J. A, Burke, ”Mw
from DDT and Its Analogs,” J.
1470,

yehTorin

e, Offic

unw M# PCDD and PLODF in Fly-Ash
posium on Chloring :

fwu Imuumw 10
Dioxins, %&TWHHWJ” Aufw i

M

&, F. L. Beezhold and V. F. Stout, "The Use and Effect of Mixed Standards on the
Quantitation of Pmﬁq ““““ humrnmwrwd Biphenyls," Bull. Environ. Contam. Toxicol.,
10:70-185, 1973,

9, 0. W. Berg, P..L. Di dy m“: A, ”w lees, "Column Chroma tion
of Pw]vum]ullwmhud Biphenyls nated Hydnmuavbwn :

intitation in Terms of mewwm#wwwnm
47, 1972,

Their Subsequent &
Bull, Environ. waum

3

astyk, "Chlorinated Hydrocarbons and
wmwntw of the Hudson River and Estuary,
achnology, Vol. 16, No. 10, 1

10.  Bopp, Simpson, Olsen, WWV”W“T
Radionuc]ic Whrnnuuuw»
Mew York," Environme

1.




16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

23
Lo

aIDLAB Report NC-246

REVISION A

D. BipLioGRAPHY-

Branson Sonic Power Company, Branson Sonifer Cell Disruptor, 1976,

Brinckman et alii, "Chemical and Bacterial Cycling of Heavy Metals in the
Estuaring System," American Chemical Society ‘WMpu fum on Marine Chemistry
in the Coastal Environment (1975), pp. :

Brinckman et alii, "Merc ury Distribution in the Chesapeake Bay," Progress
in Water 31 (1975

schnology, 7, €5

Bureau of Fisheries, "Guide to Angling for Hudson River Shad" (re PCB
contamination), Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State,
May 1982.

te Management, State of New Hampshire, "Hazardous Waste

Paul Bush and Don Michak, "A Que

ion of Contamination” (PCB Pollution.
“M‘WMWWMMW.W Plant), Valley Adve )

smber 10, 1980,

Chau et alii, ”M@thylufvmn of Selenium in the Aquatic Environment," Science,
Vol 192, 11, June 1976

Chem
pp. b

Chesler, Guenther, May and Parris, "Standard Reference Materials for
ﬂ«iWWdtm Analyses of PCB's in 0§7," ASTM Standardization News, June 1982.

T'ch, "OSHA and Chemicals in the Work Environment,” October 1976,

Choi and Chen, "Associations of Chlorinated Hydrocarbons with Fine Particles
and Humic Substances in Nearshore hur#m:waﬂ Sediments," Environmental Science
and Technology, VYol. 10, No. 8, August 1976, pp. 7B2-786.

Choudry, Sundstrim, utz ger ﬂmlitvy of Chlorinated
M)Mwww th”'"MW“ ; ‘ huwﬂ«mdimu Chemistry,
: : Nowvemn

e 0-718.4, "Draft

Brookhi
gueous Fluid

Donald E.

ribution W

ASTM Stanc thod Lermin 5 lat
Constituent Migration Through the 2, June 8,

cutive
1987,

UMY

"The Estimation of Poly-

D, C. Holmes, and F. J. “
4 34459, 1972,

"WWWMWM U ds Chiroma

"mmmﬁ”ﬁiﬂﬂﬂvn D. | Q.E., Letter of August 21, 1981 to Kravetz
lack of DLE.Q.E. statement on PCB cleanup ”W New Bedford.
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er. ry, DLE.Q.E., to Repr Tﬁnwmmw
for the Acushne:
28, and Hutzi 2ots of ted Hydrocarbons and
- Chlc - the Gr en Species of Marine Phytoplankton,"
mnﬂu uwwwm No. 139144,
29, of Comme "mmﬂ‘(hfwrlnmﬂwnlﬂhuwww“uﬂmnwa.mwd Specific
L 1]

m“wwﬂnw O,

T‘ O T [ \1

aven Sped hytopTankt

1y |’"‘V'ﬂ.‘|\._j!\|" 6, W‘ )

> alii, "Geochemistries of Arsenic, Antimony, Mercury, and
me@ntﬁ in Sediments of Puget Sound," E.S.T., Vol. 9, No. 4,

30.

Mmlmmmd
Aprdl 1¢

31, Daily Democrat Staff Report, "New Methods of Disposing of PCB's Now Underway,
Foster's Daily Democrat, Dover, New Hampshire, May 30, 1981,

feal

Davids 2 G ement. and Biolog
Dnuwudwllmn »f deq@ Cmnleqummen nF qelﬁmtvu W@%fn(udms in Soils,"
EPA-600/2-80-124, August 1980.

32.

tion of Marine and Health
.y Planning Department,

avis, "Memorandum
Ar 3 Governor's k Force
Md“‘dlh”%Hle, September

33,

T he

Study" to

N vy

34.

of PCE" to Renate
Artment, New

on "Toxicity

35,

stribution
mee and

pat Lakes," origin, di
PCBY, Environmental Sc

36. eph J. Dﬁﬂfinmﬂ
fate of | i

hnology,
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